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Follow these instructions to ensure the 3M™ Protection Wrap Film performs for as long as possible. 

Cleanliness is Key - Immediately wipe off any fuel spills to prevent degradation of the film and adhesive. Next, hand wash and dry the film as 
soon as possible. 

Storage of the Wrapped Vehicle - Store your wrapped vehicle indoors, in a shaded area, or, cleaned under a cover when possible. Such 
storage helps preserve and protect the film from heat and UV exposure. 

Spot Treat Stains - Clean bird droppings, tar, and bugs off the film as soon as possible to avoid staining or damage. Soften difficult 
contaminants, like tree sap, by soaking them in hot, soapy water. Then rinse and dry the film thoroughly. Do NOT use rough scrubbing or 
abrasive tools, as these will scratch the film. 

Hand Washing is Best - Do NOT wash the vehicle until at least 72 hours after installation. Hand wash the vehicle whenever possible. If the 
vehicle must go through a car wash, choose a touchless option since brush car washes may dull and scratch the film and/or lift the edge of 
the film. 

Giving a vehicle proactive attention and care will keep the film looking its best for years to come, ensuring the vehicle is always ready for 
the spotlight. 

 
 
 
 

 

Cleaning and Maintenance 
 
 

 

How do I remove fingerprints from 3M™ Protection Wrap Film? 
Matte finish films may show fingerprints more prominently, but these can be cleaned off by wiping the film surface with a clean lint-free towel 
saturated with a mixture of 70% isopropyl alcohol (IPA) and 30% water. Wipe the film surface dry afterward. 

 

 

 

What cleaning solutions are recommended for 3M™ Protection Wrap Film? 
Wash the vehicle with a neutral shampoo. 

• Cleaning with strongly alkaline, acidic, or alcoholic cleaning agents should be avoided, as they may permanently damage the film. 
• Do NOT use abrasive cleaning pads, brushes, and similar products as doing so will permanently damage the film. 
 
 
 

What auto car wax or coating products can I apply to the 3M™ Protection Wrap Film? 
After film installation, wait one week before waxing your vehicle to help ensure the film has built the proper level of adhesion. No special 
maintenance is required, but 3M recommends the following product for users who wish to wax their 3M™ Protection Wrap Film: 

• Meguiar’s® Ultimate Quik Wax Detailer can be applied after film installation. Users should then regularly wash and recoat the surface 
going forward. 

• Do NOT use waxes containing dyes, abrasive polishes, and/or rubbing compounds. The abrasive particles will damage the film surface 
and result in a loss of surface quality. 

Users can remove any wax build-up along film edges with a lint-free cloth. Visit www.3M.com/automotive to order 3M’s car wash soap, 
waxes, polishes, and high-performance detailing cloths. 

 

 
 

Can the car be run through a car wash after 3M™ Protection Wrap Film is applied? 
Do NOT wash the vehicle until 72 hours after installation. 
Hand wash the vehicle whenever possible. If it must go through a car wash, choose a touchless option as brush car washes may dull and 
scratch the film as well as lift the edge of the film. The loose film could tear away from a moving vehicle. After washing, check the entire 
film installation carefully for edge lifting. Return to the installer to repair, remove, or replace damaged film. 

 
 

 

Can I pressure wash the film? 
Yes, but 3M recommends hand washing whenever possible. 
If a pressure washer is to be used, there are strict guidelines that need to be followed. Aggressive washing can damage the film, with 
excessive pressure forcing water underneath the film, weakening the adhesive’s bond to the paint surface, causing the film to lift or curl. 
These problems are magnified by the wind. 
To avoid edge lifting or other damage to the film: 
• Use a spray nozzle with a minimum 40-degree or wider spray pattern. 

• Ensure the spray nozzle includes a nozzle protector (tip guard). 
• Use a maximum pressure of 1,200 psi (80 bar). 

• If the system is heated, limit the water temperature to 140°F (60°C) or less. 
• Hold the nozzle at least 12 in. (30 cm) away from and perpendicular (90 degrees +/- 10) to the film, or a minimum of 39 in. (1 m) away 

from the film at a 60º angle, or higher. 
• Do NOT direct the water stream at between 0° to 60° relative to the edge of the film. 
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How do I avoid hard water spots on 3M™ Protection Wrap Film? 
Wash and dry the vehicle in a shaded and/or protected area. Dry the car quickly after cleaning to help prevent hard water spots/chlorine 
stains. Applying a coating of liquid wax after cleaning also helps prevent hard water spots/chlorine stains. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Removing the Film 
 
 

 

How should 3M™ Protection Wrap Film be properly removed? 
3M recommends hiring an installation professional for the removal process. Use a heat gun or steamer to aid removal. Remove the film at a 
30- to 60-degree angle relative to the surface of the paint. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Health and Safety 
 
 

 

Tools and Equipment Usage 
When using any equipment, always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for safe operation. 

 
 
 

Chemicals 
When handling any chemical products, read the manufacturers’ container labels and the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for important health, 
safety, and environmental information. 

Follow this link to obtain SDS sheets for 3M products. 

Follow this link to obtain information about substances of very high concern (SVHC) for EU products. 
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Warranty Information 
 
 

 

Technical Information 
Technical information, guidance, and other statements provided by 3M are based upon records, tests, or experience that 3M believes to 
be reliable, but the accuracy, completeness, and representative nature of such information is not guaranteed. Such information is intended 
for people with knowledge and technical skills sufficient to assess and apply their own informed judgment to the information. No license to 
any intellectual property rights is granted or implied with respect to this technical information. 

 
 

 

Product Selection and Use 
Many factors beyond 3M's control and uniquely within user's knowledge and control can affect the use and performance of a 3M 
product in a particular application. Customer is solely responsible for evaluating the product and determining whether it is appropriate 
and suitable for customer's application, including conducting a workplace hazard assessment, reviewing all applicable regulations and 
standards, and reviewing the product label and use instructions. Failure to properly evaluate, select, and use a 3M product in accordance 
with instructions or to meet all applicable safety regulations may result in injury, sickness, death, and/or harm to property. 

 
 

 

Warranty, Limited Remedy, and Disclaimer 
Unless a different warranty is specifically stated on the applicable 3M product packaging or product literature (in which case such 
warranty governs), 3M warrants that each 3M product meets the applicable 3M product specification at the time 3M ships the product. 
3M MAKES NO OTHER WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY 
WARRANTY OR CONDITION OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ARISING OUT OF A COURSE 
OF DEALING, CUSTOM, OR USAGE OF TRADE. If a 3M product does not conform to this warranty, the sole and exclusive remedy is, at 
3M's option, replacement of the 3M product or refund of the purchase price. 

 
 
 

Limitation of Liability 
All questions of warranty and liability relating to this product are governed by the terms and conditions of the sale, subject, where 
applicable, to the prevailing law. 3M Commercial Branding and Transportation products are not tested against automotive 
manufacturer specifications! 
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